God Moment - A Messy Nest

This summer a couple of finches picked and poked away in my hanging flower
pot. | thought they might be eating the petals or looking for bugs. | became
annoyed. A friend advised putting discarded cassette tape strands in to distract
them. They simply used it to build a nest in the pot. A very messy one at that.

| saw a devotional blog, titled 'Messy
Mest' (Psalm 84.3), stating that God
welcomes a messy nest if it draws us
closer to Him.

At a prayer refreat camp, | mentioned
these finches and their messy nest; some
pointed out the birds felt safe and protected
in my flower pot.

Later, in a thrift store, | was drawn to a box of postcards. | noticed they had
Scriptures. One had Psalm 91:1. Well! It is God that has me lovingly cupped in
His hands, messy nest and all!!

Judy Anne Giesbrecht
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Western Tract mission, Inc. now Impact Canada Ministries,
founded by George W. Elliott, 15 an evangelical,
interdenomunational faith Mission orgamzed m 1941,
Incorporated in 1952, registered with the Federal
Covernment as a Charitable Or ganzation with the
Registraton No. BRR92 4644 RROOOT.

The Mission 1s governed by a Board of Directors who
are elected by the members of the Mission. The ownership

and direction of the Mission 15 m the hands of the
members. Staff allowances are established by the Board.
Staff members are expected to raise ther financial support.

Our ministries include: (1) the production and
distribution of tracts and follow-up hiterature, (2) the
operation of our own Bible Correspondence School -
handed over to SLM Canada ; (3) evangelism and disciple-
ship through our Outreach Ministries Department; (4) the
production and distnbution of Scripture Signs; ( 3) reaching
the ibhically illiterate through our website.

American donors may receive Income Tax deductible
receipts by sendimg contributions to: The D. M. Stearns
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19454, USA. Please make cheques and money orders out to
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Responses from There Is Hope October, 2015 mailing
Two phone calls — wondering who did the mailing, were we evangelical...
Ancther phone call seeking much prayer support for her situafion.
One email - wanted to argue
Eight have mailed in a response- want to do free Bible lessons.
One lady included a note:

‘Feel hopeless about pleasing God in everything | say and do. Also, am

trying to quit smoking. | have come back to Jesus after being away a long
time. The pamphlet from you touched my heart.”

Ancther |lady sent a card and thanked for our tract  She appreciated prayer
for her family relationships and looks forward o doing Bible lessons.

We have responded to a lengthy letter that came as a result of this mailing.
We have also made phone calls and took time to visit and pray with those
who left a phone number.

Contact Sheet
Adult Yes/No
Please enroll me in Bible courses

_ I'm enclosing a donation

Please sendto: Impact Canada Ministries

401 33rd St. West Saskatoon, SK STL 0V5S
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A Saviour Who Is Christ the Lord

"So it was that while they were there, the days were completed for her
fo be delivered. And she broughi forth her firstborn Son. and wrapped
Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger. because there was
no room for them in the inn. Now there were in the same couniry
shepherds living out in the fields, keeping walch over their flock by
night. And behold. an ange/ of the Lord stood before them. and the
glory of the Lord shone around them. and they were greally afraid.
Then the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid, for behold, | bring you
good fidings of great joy which will be to all peaple. For there /s born fo
you this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. And

this will be the sign fo you.
You will find the Babe
wrapped in swaddling
cloths, lying in a manger.  And
suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the
heavenly host W nraising God
and saying. | Glory to God
in the highest and on earth
peace. good will foward
men!' So it was, when the

angels had gone away from them info heaven, that the shepherds said
fo one another, Let us now go fo Bethlehem and see this thing thaf
has come fo pass. which the Lord has made known fo us. " and they
came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lving in a
manger. Now when they had seen Him, they made widefly known the
saying which was fold them concerning this Child. And all those who
heard it marveled at those things which were told them by the
shepherds....” "Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the
aays of Herod the king. behold, wise men from the East came o
Jerusalem ... and behold the star which they had seen in the East
went before them, il it came and stood over where the young Child
was... when they had come info the house. they saw the young Child
wilth Mary His mather, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when
they had opened their freasures. they presented gifts fo Him. gold.
frankincense, and mymh.” Luke 2:6-18; Matthew 2:1,.711.
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Worship and Praise

Itis rather fun to take partin gift exchanges at
this time of year, especially with those whom we
love the most. | love to “shop with my heart” as |
think about the person I'm buying for, with their
personality, interests and needs in mind.

Similarly, when | receive a gift, | especially
appreciate it when the giver has put some
thought into it that reflects their love for me. One
such gift given to me the other day was in the
form of an act of kindness which caused me to
burst into tears and attempt to thank this dear one sufficienty.

Mo one has put more thought into gift-giving than our Almighty God
who gave us His only Son, even though none of us deserves this amazing
gift. He has lavished upon us more blessings and gifts than we could
possibly name, which causes us to want to attempt an expression of our
gratitude.

The Apostle Paul gave us a wonderful example of
such an expression in Romans 11:33 — 36 when he
ended his discussion on the revelation of God's
rightecusness. He burst forth in a doxology of praise to
God with these words -

“Oh, the depth of the riches
both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable are His judgments and His ways
past finding out! For who has known the mind of
the LorD?

Or who has become His counselor? Or who has
first given to Him and it shall be repaid to him?

' For of Him and through Him and to Him are all
things, to whom be glory forever. Amen.”

Then in the verse following this doxology of praise in Romans 12:1, he
urges us to “take partin a gift exchange’, showing our love and
thanksgiving while knowing we could never repay Him.

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that
you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God,
which is your reasonable service.” (or as a spintual act of worship).
What an honour to surrender our lives to our all-sovereign God who
deserves our praise!

- Beryl Harbidge






